Inner versus Outer Planets PostRead
Objective
To organize information and provide a visual representation and summary that identifies the differences and similarities between two topics using a Venn Diagram.
Instruction
Have individuals, pairs, groups, or the class as a whole complete the Venn Diagram, writing characteristics that are unique to each topic in the outer sections of the circles and characteristics that the topics have in common in the overlapping space between the circles.
Activity
Choose two topics to compare with one another.  Write the name of each topic at the top of each circle below.  Then follow the instructions within each circle.  The text in each circle should describe what makes each topic different from the other.Topic 2

Topic 1

    
Describe what makes Topic 1 different from Topic 2.
Describe the similarities between Topics 1 and 2.
Describe what makes Topic 2 different from Topic 1.




[bookmark: _GoBack]Both these categories belong to our solar system.  They all revolve around the sun in orbits called ellipses. 

 Terrestrial planets: The four solid, dense, rocky planets that are inside the asteroid belt: Mercury, Venus, Earth, and Mars. They have moons or have one or two. The inner planets have shorter orbits around the Sun, and they all spin more slowly. They are all made of cooled igneous rock with iron cores, geologically active and have no rings.
 Gas giants: The four large outer planets composed of the gases hydrogen and helium that are beyond the asteroid belt in our solar system: Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune Outer planets have numerous moons. They all also have planetary rings, composed of dust and other small particles that encircle the planet in a thin plane.
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