Mineral Identification
Discussion Questions
These sample discussion questions were submitted by students. They can be used as part of a class discussion, as an essay topic, or as a student project idea.
· Why is color not a reliable indicator of the mineral type? – submitted by Raghav Rajvanshy
· In one story, Hiero, a renowned commander, had a golden wreath made and given to the gods, but rumors circulated that his goldsmith had cheated him and mixed some of the gold with silver. Hiero asked Archimedes to investigate the wreath without destroying it. Archimedes immersed the wreath into a bathtub to find out its composition. Why would this experiment work? Can you use this method to identify other minerals? Why or why not? – submitted by Antonio Lopez and Lianne Blodgett
· What is the importance of each of the factors used for mineral identification? For example, does the mineral's rating on the Mohs hardness scale affect its uses? Do you think each factor tells us something about the use and properties of the mineral, or are some of the factors used solely for identification? – submitted by Audrey Flower

