Effect of Latitude on Climate
Discussion Questions
These sample discussion questions were submitted by students. They can be used as part of a class discussion, as an essay topic, or as a student project idea.
· Compare and contrast the position of the Sun and the occurrence of seasons between the equator and higher latitudes. How are they different? How might they be similar? – submitted by Vikram Sivaraja
· The temperature diagram in the concept makes the transition from a very warm average temperature (red) to a relatively cool average temperature (light blue) look pretty abrupt, especially in the southern hemisphere. Why is this? How does the imperfect spherical shape of the earth impact this? – submitted by Helena Abbott
· The latitude climates are determined largely in part by the amount of solar radiation. Look at what color skin people have in many different areas with different latitudes. What relationship do you see between latitude and skin color? Why does this make sense in terms of radiation? – submitted by Helena Abbott
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