Scales that Represent Earthquake Magnitude
Discussion Questions
These sample discussion questions were submitted by students. They can be used as part of a class discussion, as an essay topic, or as a student project idea.
· Why would we use a logarithmic graph instead of a linear graph to represent earthquake magnitude? – submitted by Jeffrey Wang
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Although the Mercalli scale has largely been replaced by the Moment and Ritcher scales, it is still used in other situations. For example, in the "Earthquake Damage" concept, there is a diagram depicting the shaking intensity of different parts of the Bay Area. Can you think of any other situations where the Mercalli scale is used? – submitted by Lianne Blodgett
· Even though the Moment scale is now widely used by seismologists, the Ritcher scale is still the one most people know and hear about on the news. Explain why this is. – submitted by Lianne Blodgett

