Measuring Earthquake Magnitude
Discussion Questions
These sample discussion questions were submitted by students. They can be used as part of a class discussion, as an essay topic, or as a student project idea.
· Why might a seismograph with a large mass be more useful than a seismograph with a small mass? – submitted by Nina Krishnan
· How is the technology of a seismometer different from a seismograph? How does that make it more or less accurate? Are both still in use today? – submitted by Helena Abbott
· What characteristics of an earthquake factor into finding the earthquake magnitude? Why are earthquakes of smaller magnitude so much more common than earthquakes of bigger magnitude? – submitted by Helena Abbott
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