Earth's Shape
Discussion Questions
These sample discussion questions were submitted by students. They can be used as part of a class discussion, as an essay topic, or as a student project idea.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Why do you suppose that Earth is not a perfect sphere and is instead an oblate spheroid, bulging at the equator? How does this affect the heating of Earth by the sun? – submitted by Jeffrey Wang and Raghav Rajvanshy
· The concept states that gravity is responsible for the round shape of larger satellites, planets, and stars. Explain how this works. Where else do we see this same gravitational effect? – submitted by Lianne Blodgett
· For a long time, people assumed that Earth was flat. Why do you think they made these assumptions? Are there any observations or experiments that might have supported this theory? Why was it eventually disproved? – submitted by Lianne Blodgett

