Observations and Experiments
Discussion Questions
These sample discussion questions were submitted by students. They can be used as part of a class discussion, as an essay topic, or as a student project idea.
· What are some of the problems that might arise from completely relying on human observations? What are some ways that these errors can be minimized? – submitted by Vikram Sivaraja
· In the 19th century, scientists believed that there was a planet, Vulcan, between Mercury and the Sun. They based this assumption on their observations on the inexplicable characteristics of Mercury's orbit. Although this theory appeared sound at the time, later studies of gravity proved otherwise. Can you think of another situation where a theory based on scientific observation was incorrect? When is scientific observation unreliable? – submitted by Lianne Blodgett
· When might the results of an experiment be inconclusive? If this happens, how should you continue your investigation of the hypothesis you are trying to test? – submitted by Lianne Blodgett

