Ground water Depletion PreRead
Objective
To distinguish between general academic words and words that are specific to science using Academic vs. Content Vocabulary.   
Instruction
Have students classify unknown words into two categories while reading the text:  'General academic vocabulary’ includes words that are not specific to science, while ‘Specific content vocabulary’ includes words that students believe to be specific to their particular content class.
Activity
Use the table below to categorize vocabulary words as ‘academic’ or ‘content.’  Academic vocabulary should include words you might find in any academic class, like classify, analysis, characterize, and distinguish.  Content vocabulary should include words that are specific to your science or math class, like photosynthesis, mass, velocity, and atom.
Categorize the following words in your table:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Subsidence, intrusion, replenish depletion, productivity, overuse, contaminant, Desert bloom.
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	Specific content vocabulary

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	












Suggested Alternative:
Card sort
Possible Answer:
Below are examples of possible answers.  Actual student answers may vary.
	General academic vocabulary
	Specific content vocabulary

	irrigation
	Aquifer

	proportion
	agriculture

	redistribute
	environmental
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