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Objective
To encourage students’ critical thinking about vocabulary concepts, to allow students to reflect on their knowledge of individual vocabulary words, and to increase vocabulary comprehension using the Vocabulary Self-Rate.
Instruction
Generate a list of vocabulary words or have students scan the text to generate their own.  Have individuals rate their knowledge of each vocabulary word from 0 (never seen it) to 5 (know everything about it), and give a definition for all vocabulary words with a score of 3 or higher. Have students total their scores at the end. Then have students read the text and complete the last two columns. 
In class have pairs or groups of students share and revise their definitions, and obtain definitions of words that are still unfamiliar to the group.  Online students can chat with peers using a chosen chat room.
Activity 
Before Reading
1. Scan the vocabulary words in the first column of the provided table.
2. In the “Before” column, put a score of “0-5” next to each word to rate how well you know that word.  0=never heard of the word, 5=know everything about that word.  Calculate the total at the bottom
3. If you put down a score of 3 or higher, give an accurate example and definition of the word. Your definition and example should relate to the concept.
After Reading
4. Complete the last two columns again rating how well you know each word and then providing a definition and example.
5. Calculate your new total and the difference between the two.

	Word
	Before
# 0-5
	Definition/Example
	Before
# 0-5
	Definition/Example

	Epicenter
	
	
	
	

	Lithosphere
	
	
	
	

	Plate tectonics
	
	
	
	

	Plate boundaries
	
	
	
	

	convection
	
	
	
	

	convergence
	
	
	
	

	divergence
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