English 200/Scott/ Fall Term		
Editor’s Checklist

Clarity – is there a clear purpose to the essay, with clear ideas expressed clearly?
Mode  - is the emphasis correct? 
Specificity – are there specific examples and details? 
Style  - enjoy your classmates’ style



1. Find the heart of the essay (subject).




2. Limit the subject (cut irrelevant ideas, paragraphs, sentences, phrases, words.)




3. Is the organization logical and easy for the reader to follow?  Suggest fixes.




4. Is the emphasis correct for the rhetorical mode? If not, why not? ID specific language.




5. Are there examples? Are they specific and vivid?
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6. End with two things to praise and one thing to change.





Grammar and Style

1. Underline mixed constructions. Rewrite. Begin the sentence with a person if possible.
2. Circle “it.” Replace if necessary.
3. Circle the commas. Why are they there? 
4. Underline passive voice. Do you need an agent? Is the agent there?
5. No dangling modifiers, faulty parallel, faulty predicate, incomplete comparisons, or problems with agreement (s+v or pronouns). And gerund takes possessive. 
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