change in the global climate.

e Forinstance, during the ice ages, the average temperature of the Earth was only 5.5 degrees
Celsius (10 degrees Fahrenheit) lower than it is today.

e Over the past 2000 years, human civilization was able to thrive because the climate was

stable. We are currently in an interglacial period that has lasted 10,000 years.
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e The stability of the climate allowed humans to develop agriculture, which would be the

foundation for new societies.

Effects of Temperature Shifts

¢ When the temperature is lower sea levels are lower because much of the continent is covered in ice

¢ When temperatures are higher sea levels are higher because much of the continental ice melts.
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Concept Check cK
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e How would you describe the climate change over the history of the Earth? E‘",'M',;D‘é'é;"‘
e Why were humans able to develop societies over the past 2000 years? STUDENTS
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