Age of Earth PreRead
Objective
To stimulate the critical thinking skills required to assess the validity of statements about the key concept using an Agree/Disagree Table.
Instruction
Choose key ideas from the reading that may elicit misconceptions from students.  Write these statements in the ‘Statements’ column.  Have individuals write “agree” or “disagree” in response to each statement.  For each “agree” response have students provide supporting evidence or an example; for each “disagree” response have them reword the statement to make it true.
Activity
For each statement below, choose either Agree or Disagree.  If the statement is true, give an example or a connection to your life.  If you disagree, reword the statement to make it true.
	Statement
	Agree or Disagree?
	If agree:  Example or connection
If disagree:  Reworded to make it true

	The Earth is only a few thousand years old.
	
	

	Scientists determined the age of Earth directly through radiometric dating.
	
	

	Scientists only used data from on Earth to determine the age of the Earth.
	
	

	By calculating the time it would take for a molten ball of rock the size of Earth would cool, you can indirectly measure the age of Earth.
	
	





