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Natural Resources

Fossil Fuels Study Tip

<@ Just like the three stages of
’ matter, there are three types
of fossil fuels: coal (solid), oil

(liquid), and natural gas
(gaseous).

Hydrocarbon Model (Methane)

Fossil Fuels
(Hydrocarbons)
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The Process

The plant dies and its
remains settle on the
ground on land (can also

Over time, layer upon layer

A plant uses energy from the sun of these remains accumulate

to form sugars and

carbohydrates.

Layers of decomposing plants and
animals are buried so deeply that
they are crushed by an enormous
mass of earth, creating intense
heat and pressure.

Concept Check

be on swamps, lakes, and
seas).

After millions of years
of heat and pressure,
the material in these
layers turn into
chemicals called
hydrocarbons.

into forms that we can
harvest.

Hydrocarbons can be
solid, liquid, or gaseous.
The solid form is what
we know as coal. The
liquid form is petroleum,
or crude oil. Natural gas
is the gaseous form.

e What are the three fossil fuels made from hydrocarbons?

e Describe the process of fossil fuel formation.




